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Letters to the editor-
Contents 
Continued to Exercise Ministry 
I read with interest the article, "Socia l 
Awareness" which appeared in the Oc-
tober 25 issue of the Visitor. Having 
known A n n a Kraybill (Engle) for many 
years, 1 wish to respond to one of the 
s ta tements concerning her: "Moreover , 
although she was able to t ake her turn in a 
multiple ministry for a short period, she 
soon marr ied, never to preach aga in ." On 
the contrary , following her marr iage to 
Bishop M. G. Engle, she continued to have 
a preaching ministry as a member of the 
Zion congregat ion in Kansas. She filled the 
pulpit f rom t ime to t ime for a good many 
years. Al though she did not serve in this 
capacity as frequently as the preaching 
brethren of the congregation, her ministry 
nevertheless was well known and much 
appreciated. As a young person, I appreci-
ated her sound biblical messages — ex-
emplified by a beautiful Christ ian life. 
As a ma t t e r of interest, many who knew 
Bishop and Sister Engle will recall the 
frequent occasions on which he relied on 
her p rompt ing during his messages. Upon 
his request " H e l p me, A n n a ! " , she always 
seemed to have the very word or Scr ipture 
for which he was searching. 
Maxine Heise 
Granddaughte r 
New Madison , Ohio 
Loyalty to Whom? 
Millard Herr (Letters to the editor, 
Nov. 10) states that "Loyal ty is a good 
word and lack of it can be the worst evil. 
. . ." That depends entirely on loyalty to 
whom, and there hangs the need for dis-
cernment. To call for " loyal ty" is a 
dangerous thing, hardly a discerning thing, 
for one must carefully discern where he 
places his loyalties and how they are ex-
pressed, hence the call for discernment in 
the October 10 editorial. 
N o doubt it was " loya l " Christ ians in 
the Roman army who obeyed the order to 
execute Peter and Paul. It was " loya l ty" 
which dropped napalm on Vietnamese vil-
lages. It was " loya l ty" which caused Nix-
on aides to lie and cover-up. It was 
" loya l ty" which killed six million Jews 
under Hitler. " I was just obeying orders ," 
goes the line. 
And so today, undiscerning loyalty to 
country fails to stand firmly on the prior 
claim of Jesus Christ and subverts the 
cause of Christ to Ceasar . Let the call for 
discernment in national loyalties be heard, 
for Christ ians in this land and many 
others, now as in the past, have failed 
miserably to surrender national loyalties to 
our loyalty to Christ . 
Eugene Wingert 
Nappanee , Ind. 
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From the Editor 
T h e C h r i s t m a s a r t i c l e w h i c h is t h e l ead a r t i c l e of th i s 
i s sue is a b o u t a s c u r r e n t a s o n e c a n be . M y p a s t o r p r e a c h e d 
it o n t h e first S u n d a y of A d v e n t . I p r e v a i l e d u p o n h i m t o 
p r e p a r e it f o r p u b l i c a t i o n — o n e of t h e pe r i l s o r b o o n s , 
h o w e v e r o n e m a y r e g a r d it, of b e i n g p a s t o r t o t h e e d i t o r . 
T h e a r t i c l e s a y s s o m e t h i n g w h i c h n e e d s t o b e sa id o f t e n 
a n d p e r s u a s i v e l y . O u r i dea of g l o r y a n d g r e a t n e s s is t o o 
o f t e n n o n - N e w T e s t a m e n t . W e g ive t o G o d a t t r i b u t e s of 
g r e a t n e s s w h i c h t e n d t o b e o u r i d e a s of g r e a t n e s s r a t h e r 
t h a n H i s a n d w h i c h a r e no t in k e e p i n g wi th H i s ful l reve la -
t i o n in J e s u s C h r i s t . I t c o l o r s o u r va lues . I t flavors o u r 
e s c h a t o l o g y . W h e n G o d c h a n g e d H i s f o r m in t h e in-
c a r n a t i o n H e d id n o t c h a n g e H i s n a t u r e ( H e b r e w s 1:3). 
W e r e it no t f o r t h e p o s t a l s t r i k e in C a n a d a , I w o u l d h a v e 
r ece ived l e t t e r s t o t h e e d i t o r ca l l i ng m y a t t e n t i o n t o an in-
e x c u s a b l e e r r o r in t h e " F r o m t h e E d i t o r " c o l u m n w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d in t h e O c t o b e r 25 i ssue . In t h a t c o l u m n I m a d e 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e o p e n i n g of a n e w C h r i s t i a n L igh t 
B o o k s t o r e in Y o r k , P a . , I o b s e r v e d t h a t th i s b r i n g s t h e 
n u m b e r of s t o r e s in t h e c h a i n t o t e n . I p r o c e e d e d t o list 
t h e m . 
M y e r r o r w a s in t h e o m i s s i o n of t h e C a n b r i d g e , O n t a r i o , 
s t o r e w h i c h is a s a t e l i t e s t o r e t o t h e B r a n t f o r d s to re , 
m a n a g e d by J a c k F l i c k e r . T h i s b r i n g s t h e t o t a l n u m b e r of 
s t o r e s t o e l even . . „ to page th ree 
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A Christmas Story 
The Christmas of '46 
Rudy Fries en 
I t WAS Christmas Eve, 1946. Maria Janzen, with her 
nine-year-old daughter, Liza, and her sister, Elizabeth, 
were on their way back into the Soviet Union. 
During the German retreat from Russia in the closing 
days of World War II, they had fled into eastern Germany 
(now Poland). Some years before, Maria 's husband had 
been arrested by the OGPU (Russian secret police) in the 
middle of the night, and had never been seen again. 
Mother, daughter and sister, hiding in a building in 
Neustadt, somehow had escaped the wholesale shipment 
of refugees back to Russia; but so pitiful was their plight 
that at one point, because of lack of food and the harass-
ment by the Red army troops, Maria went to the Soviet 
officer in charge of the city and demanded, "You come and 
shoot us. We've had enough!" 
He refused, and later posted guards around their build-
ing. Miraculously they escaped molestation and harm, 
until eventually the new Polish government took over. A 
registration revealed that the three refugees were from 
Russia. "You will have to go back," they were told. 
Russian officers escorted them from Neustadt to Lauen-
burg, 90 miles away, and left them. Just before Christmas 
the two sisters and the little girl found themselves in an 
ancient, abandoned castle, in company with a woman 
friend, Eluise, and her young son, Arthur. 
A Mongolian soldier in the Red army, on guard duty at 
the keep, provided them with firewood and a candle. It was 
some castle: windows were broken; straw served as 
furniture; food was meager; and the five refugees slept 
most of the time for lack of nourishment. But in the straw 
Maria made a happy discovery. "Look what's here!" It 
was a German Bible. 
When Christmas Eve arrived the little group made its 
preparations. Maria fashioned a rag doll for Liza, and 
Eluise made a rag animal for Arthur. They enlisted the 
help of the Mongolian guard to cut down a small tree. The 
soldier proved to be a soft-hearted man, one who had never 
celebrated Christmas before. Pictures torn from maga-
zines and stuck on the needles served as tree decorations. 
When darkness fell they draped the windows to avoid 
detection; then Maria set up their one candle in front of the 
tree and lighted it. She opened the Bible and read the 
Christmas story in German. They sang carols. In a corner 
behind the tree sat the Mongolian (who understood Ger-
man), tears streaming down his face. "What is it with you 
people?" he asked. "You are so different from anyone I 
have ever met. I 'm so homesick. I would like to be with my 
loved ones." 
In gentle tones Maria explained to the soldier the mean-
ing of Christmas. After he left the group knelt to pray, but 
soon the soldier came back. "Sing some more," he said, 
"and read that story again!" Maria read the story once 
more, and then she came to the message of the angel, 
"Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord." As she finished reading, "Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, good will toward men," a wonder-
ful thing happened. 
"How shall I say what it was?" Maria recalled. "The 
angel seemed to be right there in the room, such a peace 
came over us. The children sensed it. From that moment 
on we were confident that the Lord would bring us 
through." 
A series of minor miracles took place in succeeding 
weeks. A Soviet army officer discovered them in the castle; 
and when Maria disclosed that she and Elizabeth had be-
come German citizens during the Nazi occupation, he in-
formed them they did not need to return to Russia. Maria 
wrote to their brother in St. Catharines, Ontario (whom 
she had not seen for 16 years), and he started immigration 
proceedings. 
Maria, Elizabeth and Liza then walked to the Russian 
zone of Germany. During the 1947 Leipzig Fair the Rus-
sians opened the border with the British zone for three 
days, and they took advantage of the occasion to cross 
over. A sympathetic German officer expedited their 
journey by rail to Gronau, where a Mennonite relief 
organization helped them emigrate to Canada. 
Today Maria has retired after working in a hospital in 
St. Catharines for many years; and so has Elizabeth. Liza 
is married and is rearing a family. God has blessed this 
home and has given them many happy Christmases; but as 
Maria puts it, "That night in Lauenburg castle was the 
most wonderful Christmas I ever spent." 
This article appeared in the December 13, 1974, Mennonite Brethren 
Herald. It was abridged and reprinted in December 1975 Decision. Used 
by permission. T h e n a m e of Mrs . Janzen has been changed to avoid 
identification. 
FROM T H E EDITOR 
f rom page two 
We send the greetings of Christmas to our readers and 
wish for each of you, amidst what life brings, that joy 
which Christ brings and His peace which is beyond our 
understanding. As Christ is incarnate in us His followers 
may we radiate that joy and peace promised at that first 
Christmas and so needed in ours. 
December 10, 1975 3 
Eugene Wingert 
G O D PROMISED that He would 
give the world a gift — a gift that 
would do something about man's 
situation. 
He promised a Deliverer who would 
sweep away injustice, cruelty, and 
oppression; who would be like a sec-
ond King David, only much greater. 
The time came for God to give His 
gift. He invited all the world to come 
and watch as He opened it. 
He staged it in Bethlehem. A rather 
insignificant place, thought many. 
Why not Jerusalem or even Rome — 
right in the center of the world? But 
then, it was a time when the Roman 
government was flexing its muscles — 
displaying power through new tax 
levy. It was an opportune time for a 
revolution. 
The site for the gift-opening was a 
stable. As the world gathered around, 
it seemed a strange place for God's 
The writer is pastor of the Nappanee Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
great gift — but God had promised to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
wipe out poverty — perhaps this was 
to be the "pilot project," the first 
demonstration of the power of God's 
great gift. 
Then came the moment as God un-
wrapped the gift and presented it to 
the world. 
There was a moment of silence. 
Then there were gasps of amazement, 
wonder, disbelief, puzzlement. A buzz 
of excitement ran through the crowd, 
"What is this?" "What does it mean?" 
"Is this the gift?" For there for all the 
world to see was God's promised gift 
— a baby lying in a manger. And as 
the world watched it seemed that 
through some unknown power they 
saw not only a baby, but a carpenter, a 
man talking with sinners and tax col-
lectors, man on a donkey, and on a 
cross. 
Slowly the world turned away, dis-
appointed, offended. They turned their 
backs on the gift and went home. As 
they did, they were heard to remark, 
"God failed us." "If anything is going 
to be done in this world, we'll have to 
do it ourselves." "We were looking for 
a king, but behold a child." 
And at the manger , only the 
shepherds remained and knelt and 
worshipped while others commented, 
"Look at the unlearned, ignorant 
peasants. I thank God I was born with 
a brain." 
"You might expect simple folk to 
behave that way." 
But another, deeply troubled by all 
that was happening and trying hard to 
understand it, said, "I wonder if these 
shepherds see something in the child 
that I failed to see?" 
What was going on here? Was this 
some kind of divine trick? Was God 
purposely trying to deceive man into 
unbelief? Misleading and then con-
demning? 
Not at all. He was only acting 
consistently with His character and 
with His objectives. 
In giving His gift He was showing 
that God uses the simple rather than 
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the complex even though He is com-
plex. 
That He uses the weak rather than 
the mighty even though He is mighty. 
That He uses the foolish rather than 
the wisdom of this world even though 
His wisdom far surpasses the wisdom 
of this world. 
That He uses the ordinary rather 
than the extraordinary even though 
He is doing extraordinary things. 
The reason for this is: the glory of 
God is not the glory that the world 
seeks. Therefore He did not come in 
the world's glory. 
God's glory is the glory of giving 
rather than the glory of receiving. 
It is the glory of service rather than 
the glory of being served. 
It is the glory of the power of love 
rather than the glory of the love of 
power. 
It was this fundamental difference 
between the glory of God and the 
glory of the world which God clearly 
demonstrated in the gift of a child. 
John said, " W e beheld his glory" 
but it was not the glory of pomp and 
pride. It was not the glory of majesty 
and power which he saw. Rather it was 
the glory of the word made flesh — the 
glory of God in a lowly place. Super-
natural power is at work, an extra-
ordinary thing has happened but in an 
ordinary way, common and simple. 
So it was in Bethlehem — an or-
dinary gift in ordinary circumstances 
— in a very simple place. 
Too often we look in the wrong 
place. We look for a spectacular sign, 
something great and marvelous. 
The rich man asked Abraham to 
send Lazarus back to his brethren, but 
Abraham said, "Even if one rises from 
the dead—they will not believe." For 
they would worship the power and 
glory but not the Lord. 
So we need to remember that while 
God is a god of infinite power and 
glory, He reveals it not in great signs 
and wonders but through the meek 
and lowly of this world. 
Too often we hold up the spec-
tacular as God's way of doing things. 
We display the football hero, the 
movie star, the successful business 
man who have been converted, and say 
to the world, "See what Christianity 
is. Isn't it great!" Now, while these 
persons have just as much right to 
publicly proclaim their faith as any 
one else, we dare not exalt them above 
those who do not achieve the heights 
of worldly success and glory. The child 
in the manger reminds us that we 
cannot equate success and fame with 
the glory of God. We must beware of 
dressing up Christ in the clothes of this 
world and presenting Him to the world 
as the way to achieve its ambitions. 
The song of Mary clearly indicates 
that God opposes the mighty, the rich 
and the famous. 
He has shown strength with his arm 
He has scattered the proud in the imagina-
tion of their heart, 
He has put down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted those of low 
degree; 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
and the rich he has sent empty away. 
We recognize God, not in fire, 
whirlwind, earthquake, but in the 
voice of quiet stillness, the whisper of 
God. He does not shout at us, nor 
compel us to believe. He comes quiet-
ly, meekly in a manger, not on a 
majestic steed but on a lowly donkey. 
He is seen with publicans and 
sinners — in the ghetto and back 
alleys of life rather than with political 
leaders or covers of new magazines. If 
you are waiting for a spectacular sign, 
some evidence that will remove all 
doubt, then you are waiting in vain. 
Jesus' life was not spectacular enough 
for the people of His day. They wanted 
signs but He refused. 
To recognize the glory, we must 
look in the stable and remember that 
God uses the weak, simple, ordinary 
to reveal His glory. The world, in its 
wisdom did not recognize God in the 
child at Bethlehem, or in the common 
man of Galilee, or the one on the 
donkey in Jerusalem. According to its 
means of evaluating worth and impor-
tance there was nothing to be found. 
Only weakness, foolishness, a matter 
of little importance, not worth a sec-
ond glance. 
In coming as a child, God not only 
demonstrates that He opposes the 
proud, the high and the mighty, that 
His divine character, though possess-
ing all the glory of the universe, is not 
vain, pompous, arrogant — but He 
also demonstrates that if we are going 
to behold His glory, if we are to know 
God, then we must forsake the so-
called wisdom of the glory of this 
world, we must lay aside our usual 
ways of evaluating worth and impor-
tance, we must be willing to see power 
in what appears to be weakness, to see 
wisdom in what appears to be foolish-
ness, to see beauty in what appears to 
be ordinary, to see God in a child. 
If God comes as a child, if the 
nature of God's way is as a child, we 
too must leave behind our sophisti-
cated worldly wisdom, our pride, our 
status-seeking and come to God as a 
child. 
Jesus said in His own words, 
"Unless you are converted and be-
come as a little child you cannot enter 
the kingdom of heaven." It is the poor 
in spirit who possess the kingdom of 
heaven. It is the meek who inherit the 
earth. It is the one humble enough to 
become childlike in trust, dependency 
and openness who enters the kingdom 
of the One who came to our world as a 
child. 
Only as a child can we recognize 
God as a child. The worldly-wise adult 
doesn't even look twice — his eyes are 
blinded by his pride. Only as a child 
can we receive the gift of God by 
admitting our need and forsaking our 
self-sufficiency. The world laughs at 
the idea of looking to Jesus for sal-
vation, but childlike faith says, "Jesus, 
I need you. Jesus, I accept you." 
At the manger as the gift was 
opened, only the shepherds knelt and 
worshipped and as the great of this 
world turned and walked away some 
were heard to remark, "Look at those 
stupid, ignorant peasants making fools 
of themselves." 
"You might expect simple folk to 
behave that way." 
But another, deeply troubled by all 
that was happening said, " I wonder if 
these shepherds see something in the 
child that I failed to see." And taking 
a step closer, he bent low over the 
manger to take a closer look. And as 
he bent, his pride was broken, his eyes 
were opened, and he saw more clearly 
than he had ever seen anything in his 
life that this child was the Savior of 
the world, even his Savior and his 
Lord — and with the heart of a child 
opened his life and received the gift. 
As we worship the Christ who came 
as a child, let us remember His words: 
"Except you become converted and 
become as a little child, you cannot 
enter the kingdom of God." 
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MCC Provides Rototillers Locust Grove 
There are indications that the U.S . Sta te Depar tment has had 
a change of policy which will permit M C C to send rototillers to 
Vietnam. 
An earlier policy denied M C C permission to ship $75,000 
worth of rototillers in October . The decision of M C C at that t ime 
was to channel funds by way of M C C (Canada) . 
The change in policy appears to be tied to the recent release of 
nine Amer ican missionaries who had been captured in the 
Centra l Highlands in the Spring 1975 offensive. 
Philhaven Hospital Expands 
The Philhaven Hospi ta l , a mental health facility sponsored by 
the Lancaster Mennoni te Conference, has announced a capital 
expansion and renovation program costing $1,150,000. 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder, Director of Stewardship for the 
Brethren in Chris t Church, is giving counsel in this capital 
campaign and gave the keynote remarks at the loyalty dinner 
which launched the effort. 
The hospital serves an area with a sizable Brethren in Christ 
population. A number of the staff, including Dr. Rowland Shank, 
the Chief Executive Officer, are members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church . 
Back row (L. to R.): Alan Shue, Jerry Sentz, David Sentz, Jean Sentz. 
Middle row: Faye Lehman, Joseph Lehman, Lucy Lehman, Ruth Mel-
horn, Lloyd Melhorn. 
Front row: Jeannette Sentz, Joanna Lehman, Joyce Lehman, Ginnie 
Mellinger. 
Absent: Rachel Melhorn, Dale Lehman. 
Question: " W h a t s i t " that has fifteen heads; goes to Kentucky, 
New York, Michigan and Pennsylvania; uses thirty hands to 
build a bath house, cook, paint, build a barn, t r im trees, scrub 
floors, counsel, and help in kitchens for thir ty-four weeks? 
Answer: Volunteers during the 1975 S u m m e r months f rom the 
Locust Grove Brethren in Christ Church , York , Pennsylvania. 
They worked at C a m p Hebron, Spring Lake Retreat , C a m p 
Lakeview and Albany, Kentucky, through personal contacts, 
M C C and S u m m e r Service, and included students and whole 
families. 
Comments : " I t cost t ime and money, but I gained emotional 
and spiritual g rowth ." 
" I t was rewarding to see the spiritual progress of the campers 
since last year ." 
" W o r k i n g with Christ ian folks was so different f rom my 
regular work . " 
" I gained more than I gave. Learning to get along with others. 
Learning to know God bet ter ." 
"Rol le r skating and life may seem to go ' round and ' round in 
circles, but God is always there to help you to stand on your own 
two feet ." 
This fifteen headed "whats i t ' s " at t i tude was expressed in the 
comment , " W e enjoyed ourselves and I 'd urge others to t ake an 
opportunity like this when they can ." 
—A. Ruth Lehman 
Physician-Minister 
T h e Bethel congregat ion, Hillsville, Va., 
and the Far r i s Mines Church are being 
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Serves Bethel Church 
served by a lay-minister who is also the 
local physician, having recently come into 
the area to establish his practice. 
Dr. and Mrs. J ames H. Deboe, Jr . , see 
no contradict ion in ministering to the soul 
and healing the body. Dr. Deboe has 
opened a Family Medical Center to serve 
this largely rural communi ty . 
Dr. Deboe, converted at the age of 18, is 
a graduate of the University of Virginia 
and the Medical College of Virginia. The 
Deboes have four children: Christopher, 
Jona than , Elizabeth, and Tabi tha . They 
are pictured above, holding Elizabeth and 
Tabi tha , along with Bishop C. B. Byers, 
bishop of the Atlant ic Conference. 
CAMP FREEDOM 
JANUARY 21-FEBRUARY 1, 1976 
Enjoy a warm camp meeting during 
the cold of winter in sunny Florida. 
Speakers include: A. C. Burk-
holder, Dale Ulery, John Rosenberry, 
Earl Lehman, Simon Lehman, Jr., C. 
B. Byers, J. H. Bowers, and Bedsaul 
Agee. Also assisting in the camp are 
Homer Ftissinger, Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Heidler, Donna Zook and 
Maurine Rosenberry. 
The camp is located at 
6980 54th Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33709 
Phone (813) 544-4541 
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Religious News 
Portland's City Manager 
Opposes Tax Exemptions 
Portland, Maine's, city manager says 
property tax, exemptions for churches, 
hospitals, benevolent associations and 
veterans are unfair and an "incredible 
political generosity at the expense of the 
taxpayer." 
John E. Menario said that benevolent 
and charitable organizations, including 
hospitals and service clubs, account for 20 
percent of the city exempt property and 
religious organizations 9 percent. 
" M a y b e years ago hospitals were 
charitable, but now the hospital is paid 
regardless," he said. " I f fraternal organi-
zations such as the Elks want to use 10 
percent of their funds to do good deeds, 
fine, but then only 10 percent of their 
property tax should be exempt." 
He said the city's tax rate could be cut 
25 percent if exempt property were taxed. 
U.S. Crime Increased By 18% in '74; 
Roughly One Offense Per 20 Citizens 
Serious crime in the U.S. in 1974 in-
creased by 18 percent over the previous 
year, according to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's Uniform Crime Reports. 
"These final figures merely underscore 
what we already knew. The problem of 
serious crime is immense," said U.S. 
Attorney General Edward H. Levi. Earlier 
reports had estimated the increase at 17 
percent. 
Violence crimes—murder, forcible rape, 
robbery and aggravated assault — in-
creased 11 percent as a group. Robbery 
increased by 15 percent , aggravated 
assault and forcible rape were up 8 per-
cent, and murder rose by 6 percent. 
Property crimes — burglary, larceny 
theft, and auto theft — increased 18 
percent as a group. Larceny theft was up 
21 percent, burglary up 18 percent, and 
motor vehicle theft rose 5 percent. 
Serious crimes increased 20 percent in 
both rural and suburban areas. Cities of 
more than 250,000 registered a 12 percent 
increase in serious crimes. Cities over 1 
million population reported a 10 percent 
rise. 
Bill Would Permit U .S. Voting 
By Missioners Serving Overseas 
A bill which would enable American 
missionaries and other citizens living and 
working abroad to register and vote 
absentee in presidential and congressional 
elections has been approved, 14-5, by the 
House Administration Committee. 
An identical bill was unanimously ap-
proved by the Senate last May. The 
measure now goes to the full House for a 
final vote. 
The legislation would affect nearly 750,-
000 private American citizens who live and 
work in other countries, a substantial 
number being missionaries and others 
working for religious and other charitable 
organizations. They would be able to vote 
in the elections in the state in which they 
last lived. 
Witches' Meet Fizzles After 
Christian Students Pray, Fast 
A highly publicized conference for 
witches, featuring the noted Salem, Mass., 
Laurie Cabot, fell short of its expectation 
after students at Gordon-Conwell Semi-
nary nearby fasted and prayed for 24 
hours. 
"The all-night service was to feature a 
3:00 a.m. black mass," the Rev. Wayne 
Morgan said, "but after several of our 
students went to the Armory and began 
witnessing to the weird-looking people in 
costumes arriving for the event, the 
program fell apar t ." 
He said God had intervened to stop the 
satanic proceedings. And to make matters 
worse for Witch Cabot and her entourage, 
the $3,500 from ticket sales were seized by 
court action to pay Laurie Cabot 's back 
rent. 
Washington State Voters Reject 
Amendment Proposing School "Aid" 
Washington State voters have defeated a 
resolution which would have approved 
"constitutional" forms of state aid for 
private and parochial schools. 
The resolution, a proposed amendment 
to the state constitution, was designed to 
eliminate restrictions on state aid to 
parochial and private schools and to 
denominational and other private colleges. 
The proposal was defeated by a 60-40 
margin. (With 5,355 of the state's 6,127 
precincts reporting, the measure was re-
jected, 469,187 to 314,638. 
Supporters of the resolution argued that 
the amendment would bring the state 
constitution into line with the provisions 
allowed in the U.S. Constitution. They 
stated that the state law was overly strict. 
Prayer, Bible Reading End In 
Florida Community's Schools 
Mandatory prayer and Bible reading to 
start the school day has finally stopped in 
Okaloosa County in the Florida pan-
handle, 12 years after the U.S. Supreme 
Court forbade such exercises. 
U.S. District Court Judge Winston 
Arno in Pensacola issued an injunction 
halting the devotions after a complaint by 
Champee Kemp, a sixth-grade mathe-
matics teacher and president of the local 
unit of the Florida Education Associa-
tion. 
The 31-year-old teacher , who also 
teaches Bible classes at a Methodis t 
Church, said she felt she had to assert "my 
rights as a teacher" because her pupils 
have many different religious back-
grounds. 
County school officials say they will 
appeal Judge Arno's decision to the U.S. 
Supreme Court . They think the retirement 
of Associate Justice William O. Douglas, a 
strong opponent of public-school religious 
exercises, makes it more likely the high 
court will change its 1963 opinion. 
Eerdmans, College Consortium 
Establish Press 
The William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company in Grand Rapids, Mich., and the 
Chris t ian College Consor t ium head-
quartered in Washington, D.C., have 
joined to establish The Christian Uni-
versity Press. 
C U P will issue books, beginning late in 
1976, dealing with Christian thought and 
directed by a board consisting of Consor-
tium members. C U P will "depend upon 
the publishing expertise of the Eerdmans 
Company." 
Messiah College is a member of the 
Consortium. 
Evangelical Women Picket 
"Total Woman" Seminar 
Two women's movements came into 
confrontation here as members of the 
Evangelical Women's Caucus picketed a 
Total Woman seminar. 
"Total Woman Misuses the Bible," 
"Jesus freed women," and "Be a total 
person, not a sex object" were some of the 
messages on signs carried by protesters 
from the Evangelical Women's Caucus, an 
organization of evangelically oriented 
feminists. 
The seminar was one of many being 
conducted in various parts of the country 
to teach the principles set forth by Marabel 
Morgan in her bestselling book, The Total 
Woman. These principles include sub-
missiveness on the part of wives, along 
with an emphasis on sexual allurement. 
Malcolm Muggeridge 
Says People of Today 
Would Have Advised Abortion to Mary 
Six years ago Malcolm Muggeridge, the 
noted British writer and admitted skeptic, 
surprised the world with an account of how 
he personally "rediscovered" Jesus. 
A question inevitably put to M r . 
Muggeridge, since he became a virtual 
Christian evangelist, is: Are you still a 
skeptic? His stock-in-trade for decades was 
sharp criticism of most established in-
stitutions and prevalent ideas. 
"Yes, I 'm still skeptical, but about 
different things," he said. He is skeptical of 
m a t e r i a l i s m , a c u l t u r e with wan ing 
"awareness of good and evil," human pre-
occupation witn power and eroticism, and 
television, to name a few targets facing 
Muggeridgian invective. 
He is skpetical neither of love nor of 
Jesus, although he is still not much of a 
"churchman." Within the drama of Jesus, 
Mr. Muggeridge totally accepts as literal 
the virgin birth, the physical resurrection 
and the New Testament miracles. He also 
believes in the Devil as a necessary 
character in the life struggle. 
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For two years, BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS has 
shared in the programs of two black evangelical 
programs in Philadelphia — Christian Stronghold and 
Southside Center. (See the Sept./Oct. therefore for 
sketches of both programs.) 
Our assistance to Southside Center has been in pro-
viding partial support for staff workers. In addition, 
some local congregations have shared in con-
tributing canned goods. In this article, Rev. Randolph 
Jones (pastor) outlines some aspects of the ministry 
of Southside Center, noting a few of the current 




O n e OF T H E most important events at the Southside 
Community Church-Center in the past year has been our 
search for a building(s) to move into. The building where 
we started out five years ago was structurally unsafe, one 
of the beams in the basement being help up by a jack, and 
consequently it was crucial that we find other accom-
modations. 
In September, we finally moved into a new building with 
the intention of purchasing it in the near future. However, 
since that time, the owner has caused much difficulty — re-
fusing to make repairs and requesting a $10,000 increase 
on the original price. 
Therefore, God led us to look elsewhere, and we were 
fortunate enough to locate three large buildings just down 
the street from where we had been located, the new build-
ings being located in the 1600 block of South Street. Since 
there are three buildings, the potential for expansion is 
great, and we praise God that He has provided us with this 
ideal location and more space than we had ever hoped for. 
The cost of the buildings is $18,000 and we have been 
able thus far to raise $9,000. We are under pressure, how-
ever, to come up with the additional $9,000 by the 30th of 
January in order to make final settlement. I hope that you 
will be in prayer with us over this matter. 
Aside from the struggle with the buildings, our church is 
steadily growing. We nave added several new members in 
recent months, and have begun a Sunday school to ac-
commodate this increase. Our "New Believers" course on 
Friday nights is also growing, and we praise God for the 
souls which He is saving. 
The Human and Divine Resource Center has added 
several new programs, one of which is a new School-Com-
munity Relationship Program. The program is designed to 
deal with the lack of communication between school 
board-school-community. We are in the process of form-
ing parents' groups that will speak to the issues faced by 
our youth in this school system. It goes without saying that 
our schools leave much to be desired, and school admin-
istration and teachers must work towards quality edu-
cation. We have found a certain degree of opposition from 
the schools and therefore ask for your prayers that parents 
Up until September of this year, Southside Center was located in this 
building. One of main floor beams was supported by a jack. Five years ago, 
there was a Black Panther headquarters on one side of the church and a 
Black Muslim mosque on the other side. Now only the church remains. 
will not become discouraged, but continue to work for 
what is right. 
Another area in which we are deeply involved is that of 
housing. As the South Philadelphia representatives for the 
Tenants Action Group, we have ddne lobbying in City 
Council for the Rent Control Bill, handled individual 
tenant grievances in the South Philadelphia area, ad-
vocated strict housing inspections by The Department of 
License and Inspection, and worked for the accountability 
of landlords to tenants. We have had to help organize 
tenants strikes and even picketed in front of The First 
Pennsylvania Bank to protest their efforts against the Rent 
Control Bill. In the past election, we made sure that each 
candidate made a clear stand one way or the other on rent 
control and tenants rights. 
Housing and education are two of the most vital areas 
where we have concentrated our efforts, but we have also 
worked in the area of senior citizens rights and programs. 
As you probably know, Governor Shapp has cut back 
money allocated for senior citizen programs and, there-
fore, we have been up against providing desperately needed 
service, with little or no funds. Southside Center attempted 
to get funds from Philadelphia Corporation for the Aging, 
but since the cutback it is extremely difficult to acquire any 
kind of funds from government agencies. We are still 
searching for funds for a program which will provide 
nutrition, health care, transportation services, home visita-
tion, and other such services which are desperately needed. 
Our society has forgotten the older folks who have sacri-
ficed to build this city and country — and Southside 
Center is feeling the burden of these citizens. We hope that 
by next year (January 1976) we can concentrate even more 
effort in this direction, having set this as a top priority. 
Of course we continue to be involved in several South 
Philadelphia organizations, which keep us in touch with 
new resources and give us feedback as to what other 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
agencies are doing in the community. Such organizations 
include the South Philadelphia Conference of Agencies, 
Community Legal Services, and The Philadelphia Corpor-
ation for the Aging, to name a few. 
Along with Community Legal Services, we are co-
authoring a Consumer Handbook, which will be a com-
prehensive resource and "how-to" book to be used city-
wide in an effort to educate the public as to the resources 
available to them and how to do things on their own. 
Along with this, we continue our emergency food and 
clothing program. There are approximately 12 to 15 
agencies in this area (including welfare offices, Depart-
ment of Public Assistance, Anti-Poverty Offices, etc.) who 
send us referrals. When a person comes to them without 
funds or food or clothing, they ascertain the validity of the 
request and then refer them to us. The client brings us a 
letter of referral from their individual caseworker as to 
their need, the number of people without food, the reason 
for the need, etc. We serve approximately 38-40 people per 
week. The greatest majority of these people are either 
senior citizens or mothers with small children. Families 
average 3-6 children, and we have an overwhelming 
number of referrals for formula and baby food. We have 
estimated that our need for a monthly supply of food totals 
approximately S300. This is above and beyond the 
donations given by churches in the form of canned goods. 
We are one of only seven programs who give out emergen-
cy food, and of the other seven programs only two seem to 
have food on a consistent basis. As you can see, the need 
for this type of service is desperately needed in South Phil-
adelphia. 
All of these community-oriented programs would be in 
vain, however, were it not for the added dimension of evan-
gelism. The opportunity to do social action in the name of 
Jesus is by far our greatest asset. We are in the planning 
stages of an all-out evangelistic thrust to reach the 30,000 
persons in our service area. Only as people are brought to 
a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ will true social action 
accomplish the lasting change which is needed. 
I solicit your prayers and continued support. May God 
richly bless you for the part which you play in the ministry 
of Southside Center. 
Missions 
N E W Reading 
Two new missions publications are now in the process of 
being distributed through local congregations. 
For the past several 
years, the annual Mission 
Yearbooks have presented 
testimonies of God at work 
around the world. The 
1 9 7 5 Y e a r b o o k , A 
C H A R G E T O K E E P , 
looks at the six Brethren in 
Christ fellowships, and 
brings into focus the Board 
for Mission's vision, con-
cerns and programs. 
One pastor remarks, 
"This is a tremendous 
piece of literature in help-
ing the church to under-
stand what is happening, 
and why, in Brethren in Christ Missions . . . it will go a 
long way in bringing to pass an understanding of the issues 
today." (This same pastor asked for an additional 15 
copies, so he could get one into every home in his church.) 
A C H A R G E TO KEEP is free. Copies have been 
mailed from the publishing house to local congregations. 
We would be very interested in feedback from individuals 
or study groups who may use the Yearbook for small 
group discussion. 
(Persons unable to obtain a copy of either the 1975-76 
MISSIONS PHOTO ALBUM or A C H A R G E TO 
KEEP may write to Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022. Please enclose $2 for each 
Photo Album requested.) 
In addition to the emergency food distribution program, one of the several 
neighborhood ministries in the Nann Thriftique, a store where good-quality 
clothing can be purchased at a low cost. 
T h e 1 9 7 5 - 7 6 M I S - I 
SIONS PHOTO ALBUM / 7 
features a center insert / / 
with photographs of over / M k a- jjjti® 
60 leaders in the Rho- / toJ*****/ 
des ia , Z a m b i a , I nd i a , / / 
J a p a n and N i c a r a g u a / / 
churches. In addition there / / 
are nearly 200 photo- / / 
graphs of missionaries and / / 
VSers, their birthdays, / u S § i o t i s / 
anniversaries and home / )oto / 
churches. The MISSIONS / cAlbur r , / 
PHOTO ALBUM is an / \ 
excellent aid in learning to —•— / 
know and praying for both ~—-—I 
national church leaders 
and missionaries. The 84-page album costs $2 per copy 
and is available for ordering through your local congre-
gation. 
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Most of the congregation which meets on a Sunday morning. 
"In Japan, it takes at least ten years to build a local 
congregation," was the statement I heard when we 
began the Nukui Minami Christian Church on 
September 26, 1965. Ten years have slipped by and 
the Lord has done some wonderful things . . . we have 
a membership now of over 100 (consisting of bap-
tized believers, associates, and seekers); the Sunday 
school is growing in four locations and with over 100 
children; various cell groups are functioning in the 
community; five different ladies groups meet in four 
adjacent cities nearby; we have a newly-formed Men's 
Fellowship and a youth program. 
This past spring, about 14 of our members went to a 
neighboring area, Kodaira, and began a "daughter 
church," all under national leadership. 
In the winter of 1973, property was purchased and 
remodeled into a church building, with a pastor's 
residence on the second floor. On October 18 of this 
year, Brother Hashimoto (a convert of the church in 
1967) was married and will be living in this apart-
ment, with the prospects of becoming the pastor in a 
year or two. 
Great things the Lord has done. We continue to 
look to Him as we enter this second decade of dis-
cipling, training, and walking together with the 
Japanese church in the way of holiness and fruit-
bearing. Pray for us. 
—John W. Graybill 
Munkula with the Iron Roof 
O n e A F T E R N O O N almost twenty 
years ago, my husband and I ap-
proached a small rural school near 
Mtshabezi Mission. At a home not far 
from the school some of the com-
munity people were having a beer 
drink. As we approached in our 
pickup a man staggered toward the 
road waving his arms expansively and 
shouting, "Welcome to Munkula. 
This is Munkula with the iron roof!" 
Fred and I looked at each other. In 
his unguarded state, the man had ex-
pressed what seemed the deep longing 
of many an African heart — the desire 
to rise and progress, the desire to 
measure up to the level of civilization 
he knew of among other peoples. 
The iron roof glimmered white in 
the afternoon sun. Inside, the room 
would be hot compared with rooms 
Grace Holland 
thatched with grass, and the sheets of 
corrugated zinc would be shrinking 
and crackling with the shifts in tem-
perature. But the roof would be clean 
and easy to take care of, and it would 
not have to be replaced for a long, long 
time. Munkula School had made 
progress. 
A few months ago, after a year in 
the States, we again had the chance to 
observe progress in Africa. Of course 
the changes had been coming steadily 
over the years, but as we first stepped 
off the scene and then back on again 
for a visit, we were impressed with the 
state of things. 
Our purpose in returning to our old 
places of work was to boost the work 
of Theological Education by Exten-
sion. For the last five years in Africa 
and for the year in the States we had 
been operating extension centers, writ-
ing books, and conducting work-
shops. All this was to help pastors and 
church leaders to have the op-
portunity to learn the Bible on the job 
instead of having to go off to resident 
school — or perhaps not having any 
training at all. We were pleased with 
what we found. Our writers are 
making progress with books to teach a 
whole curriculum of Bible studies. 
And Theological Education by Exten-
sion programs and centers are mul-
tiplying until we can make a con-
servative estimate of 20,000 students 
now studying by extension. 
But we were also impressed by a 
new kind of attitude in many parts of 
Africa. The issues are no longer iron 
roofs but problems of involvement 
t o page fifteen 
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Ground Blasting for 
Learning Resources Center 
G R O U N D was broken in a very 
spectacular way for the new Learning 
Resources Center on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18. Three blasts of dynamite 
shook the ground and hurled large 
chunks of earth some sixty feet into 
the air as the large Homecoming 
crowd watched and cheered! 
One local paper described the occa-
sion as " a real blast," and another 
reporter wrote that Messiah College 
"got the Learning Resources Center 
started with a bang." Two TV stations 
covered the event. 
In t h e o p e n i n g p a r t of t h e 
ceremony, Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, 
Messiah College president, asked Dr. 
Harold Engle, chairman of the college 
Board of Trustees, to lead in the in-
vocation prayer. 
President Hostetter then said that 
the groundbreaking marked another 
stage in the fulfillment of a dream for 
the much needed campus facility. He 
stated that the Learning Resources 
Center will have a broad range of 
media equipment, providing many 
learning resources in addition to the 
books on the shelves. 
The president expressed apprecia-
tion for the fine efforts of the large 
Detonating the second explosion with Dwight 
Bert, assistant chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees, and Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, dean of 
Mess iah College at the "controls ." 
volunteer organization which has been 
raising funds for the project, and 
announced that $2,720,028.96 has al-
ready been received or pledged toward 
the $3 million goal for construction 
and endowment. 
Included in the amount pledged to 
date is a $100,000 challenge grant 
from the Kresge Foundation which 
will be given to the project only upon 
successful completion of the $3 mil-
lion goal by July 1, 1976. 
The Board of Trustees had earlier 
decided to postpone construction until 
the above goal was realized. How-
ever, upon receiving professional ad-
vice to proceed this fall because delay 
would bring large additional con-
struction costs, the board took action 
to go ahead at this time. 
President Hostetter gave the signals 
to those pressing the handles to 
detonate the charges of dynamite by 
way of a laser beam set up by Robert 
Barrett, a faculty member, and Tom 
Pasquarello, Alumni Assistant. Two 
people operated the " T " handles to set 
off each charge. 
One of the two operating the first 
handle was Mr. Fred B. Dewey, presi-
dent of Harrisburg Dairies and chair-
man of the Initial Gifts Division of the 
fund drive. He was standing in for Dr. 
John O. Hershey, president of Milton 
Hershey School and general chair-
man of the drive. Other duties pre-
vented Dr. Hershey from attending. 
Mr. William Lynch Murray, the 
architect, was the other person help-
ing set off the first charge. 
Setting off the second explosion 
were: Mr. Dwight Bert of Upland 
California, assistant chairman of the 
Board of Trustees; and Dr. Daniel R. 
C h a m b e r l a i n , dean of M e s s i a h 
College. 
The final blast was detonated by 
Miss Miriam Bowers, the college 
librarian; and Randy Ness, president 
of the Messiah College Student As-
sociation. 
Bids for construction of the large 
building, which will incorporate the 
present library and cover most of the 
lawn area between the library and 
chapel, were opened the week follow-
ing groundbreaking. The construction 
contract, amounting to $1,819,440, 
has been awarded to E. E. Murry of 
Lancaster. 
Furnishings for the large facility 
will be in addition to the above 
amount. The remaining amount of the 
$3 million being raised will be for 
endowment resources to help under-
write the greatly increased operating 
costs of the Learning Resources 
Center. This urgent need has been 
stressed throughout the campaign. It 
is hoped that the endowment fund will 
be close to $1 million. 
The progress in the first months of 
construction will be determined by the 
weather. Completion is anticipated by 




Oratorio Society to Sing Messiah 
The Grantham Oratorio Society Board 
had its fall meeting recently to lay plans 
for the 1976 season. 
According to the president, John Sider, 
the musical work for the program on Palm 
Sunday, April 11, will be Hande l ' s 
Messiah. The Messiah is sung every four 
years in order to give all college students 
the privilege of participating in the con-
cert which always draws more singers and 
a larger audience. 
Dr. Ronald R. Sider, director of the 
Oratorio Society, announced that the 
weekly Monday night rehearsal schedule 
will begin on January 12. Auditions (only 
for those who have not previously sung 
with the society) will be on January 5 and 
6, from 6:30 to 9:30. 
The goal is to enroll many new people 
for the concert which will feature a choir of 
some 200 voices plus the orchestra. 
Christmas Concert—December 13 
The annual Christmas Concert, a tradi-
tion at Messiah College, will be on Satur-
day evening, December 13, at 8:00 p.m. 
Because of the large crowd, the program 
will be in the Campus Center. 
Following the candlelight processional, 
the program will be given by four college 
music groups: the Choral Society, con-
ducted by Dr. Ronald L. Miller; the 
Chamber Choir and Choral Union, both 
directed by Dr. Ronald R. Sider; and the 
Col lege Brass Q u i n t e t , coached by 
Richard B. Hiler. 
Guest harpist for Ceremony of Carols 
by Benjamin Britten will be Miss Jane 
Kauffman. 
Messiah College Board Meets 
The Messiah College Board of Trustees 
met for their fall meeting and took action 
on the following items. 
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter was appointed to 
to page four teen 
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Youth 
On Hope and Despair 
These poems were submitted by these young people to the Creative Arts Contest. 
I Owe It All 
I ignored him 
And lived my life 
And yet he stayed nearby. 
I hurt and rejected him 
And pushed him aside 
But he kept interrupting. 
I cried to him in need 
And praised myself for gain 
And he still helped me. 
I realize I could have lost him 
Lived a life of loneliness 
But he forgave me. 
Today he's mine 
But not of my own doing 
I owe it all—to God 
Phyl l is M u s s e r 
Pe t e r sbu rg , W e s t Vi rg in ia 
Overflowing 
Contented in life 
Happiness is mine 
My heart cries out 
And begs the release 
Of so much joy 
Thank you, God. 
Phyll is Musse r 
Pe te rsburg , Wes t Virginia 
Loneliness 
Loneliness is a 
Void emptier than space and 
colder than bitter 
winter's freezing wind. All men 
fear it's frightful grasp of death. 
Douglas Brand t 
Abi lene, K a n s a s 
Someday 
Someday, God 
I will come to you 
I will love you 
And follow you 
Someday, God 
When I am older 
I will help you 
I will call for you 
Why, God 
You could have 
Warned me. Now 
it's too late. 
Phyll is M u s s e r 
Pe te r sburg , Wes t Virginia 
War 
Thank You Lord 
I've been alot of places, 
seen alot of faces; 
but nothing seems to compare 
with your love and your care; 
Oh Lord. 
I've tried to be like you, 
in everything I do; 
and nothing seems to compare 
when I'm deep within your loving care; 
Oh Lord. 
In your heavenly places, 
that's where I want to be; 
just me and you and you and me 
from now until eternity; 
Oh Lord. 
My soul longs for your love, 
please send it to me; 
if it is the want and need of thee; 
Oh Lord . . . Thank you Lord. 
Chery l G e r l a c h 
P a l m y r a , Pa . 
Men lie in trenches, and shoot at other men, 
Men who at any other time, might have been friends. 
They have no grudges against each other; 
No deep hurt to avenge, 
Yet they shoot to kill. 
War. 
Planes fly over cities, 
Dropping their bombs on homes and shops, 
Killing and mangling women and children 
Old and young, 
Leaving death and destruction, 
Pain and starvation. 
War. 
Men return to their loved ones 
Bitter and defeated. 
Some have lost an arm or leg, 
An ear or an eye. 
All have in their eyes a look of fear and disbelief. 
They are men who have seen death at her worst. 
War. 
Women, bent with sorrow, 
Wrinkled by knowledge too terrible to bear, 
Laying bouquets of flowers 
On their husbands', sons', and brothers' graves. 
War. 
Why? 
Shir ley Lynn C a r t e r 
U p l a n d , C a l i f o r n i a 
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THE HERITAGE SERIES 
The Word of Light Heritage Series 
contains courses of study in Brethren 
in Christ life and doctrine. These 
courses are prepared for inclusion in 
the Word of Light Curriculum for 
adults and senior highs. The courses 
explore and develop themes which 
are of special interest to our brother-
hood. The various books provide an 
opportunity for youth and adults to 
think together about those beliefs 
which mold our understanding of 
Christian faith and practice. 
Other books in the Heritage Series 
are Adventure in Discipleship by Nor-
man Bert (a historical study of the 
Brethren in Christ), The Ministry of 
Reconciliation by Martin Schrag and 
John Stoner (a biblical study of recon-
ciliation and peace), and Called to 
Obedience by Owen Alderfer (a study 
of the Christian and the world as 
understood by the Brethren in Christ). 
1 H E Commiss ion on Christ ian Education Literature is 
pleased to introduce the fourth book of the Heritage 
Series. This new book is The Church in Mission by Rev. 
Harvey Sider. 
The Church in Mission is a study of the church's mission 
in the world. The writer prepares a foundation for this 
study by examining in the early chapters of the book the 
New Tes tament teaching relating to the church's char-
acter and work — its nature and mission. Throughout the 
book he never strays far f rom this biblical base. 
The book maintains balance between missions distant 
and missions near. A brief survey of the growth of the 
church through early migration evangelism is given and 
through mission outreach overseas and to the metropolitan 
areas of United Sta tes and Canada . N o r are rural missions 
forgotten. 
The writer charts the growth of overseas missions and 
brings the reader up-to-date — missions overseas have 
become national churches. He helps the church in Nor th 
America to understand the changes that this maturing of 
the church means for both the national church and the 
church in Amer ica . 
H e probes some of the sub-conscious atti tudes that 
affect our response to missions overseas and at home — 
universalism, cultural and racial differences, and an 
appreciation for other cultures, to name a few. He brings 
us back to the New Testament and the uniqueness of the 
Christian message and the supremely good news which is 
the gospel. 
The book does not stop with theological proposition and 
pious statements. The book turns uncomfortably prac-
tical with illustrations from "real life" — the life of the 
Brethren in Christ — as to how the mission of the church is 
expressed in set t ings local and d is tan t . Prac t ica l 
suggestions are combined with modesty, as proposals are 
balanced by questions. One of the more profitable experi-
ences will be the wrestling by classes with questions which 
relate to their own congregation and community. 
The reader is not permitted to escape the truth that 
permeates the book — that evangelism and church growth 
are inexorably bound to the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of the church. 
Rev. Harvey Sider served for many years as a mis-
sionary in India. He is currently serving as pastor of the 
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Commission on Christian Education Literature has 
placed The Church in Mission in the Word of Light cur-
riculum for the Spring Quarter of 1976 as the course of 
study for adults and senior highs. 
A New Heritage Book 
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f r o m p a g e eleven 
another three-year term as college presi-
dent. He began his first term in 1964. 
All officers of the board were reelected: 
Dr. Harold H. Engle, chairman; Dwight 
Bert, assistant chairman; B. E. Thuma, 
secretary; and Mark Hess, assistant 
secretary. 
The Messiah College Advisory Board 
reported a good year at the Philadelphia 
campus . At present 36 s tudents are 
enrolled in the Philadelphia program. Five 
or six students are there from other 
colleges. 
An unusual feature was reported regard-
ing the Alumni Fund for this year. An 
anonymous alumnus has pledged to give 
up to $70,000 to match all giving above 
$50,000 to the Alumni Fund this year. In 
response to the challenge, the Alumni 
Council has adopted a goal of $120,000 
plus the $70,000 matching gift. 
MISSIONS 
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock, Beth and 
Randall left November 25 for Rhodesia, 
where they begin missionary service at the 
Matopo Book Center in Bulawayo. The 
Hocks will be missed by the Amherst con-
gregation in Massillon, Ohio, where they 
were deeply involved in the life and 
ministry of the church. 
Ira and Miriam Stern (better known as 
Uncle Pete and Auntie Mim from their 
years at Youngways Hostel) arrived home 
on October 22, on furlough from Zambia. 
In addition to Pete 's field secretary respon-
sibilities, the Sterns have been active in 
church-planting activities in the capital 
city of Lusaka. 
Edna Switzer arrived in the States 
November 21, on furlough from her re-
sponsibilities in the office of the bishop, in 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia. 
Correction: In the October 25 issue of the 
Visitor under Atlantic Conference it was 
reported that Fellowship Chapel cele-
brated its 10th anniversary. It was in fact 
the 15th anniversary. 
Rev. and Mrs. Levi Brubaker were 
reported to be at Manheim on Sunday 
morning, September 28. The Brubakers 
will be amazed at this report since they 
were in fact at Choma, Zambia, on that 
morning. A bulletin item identifying them 
as "missionaries" was interpreted to sig-
nify their presence in the congregation. 
They were in the congregation's prayers 
but not in their midst. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Homebuilders Class of the Antrim 
congregation raised a total of $7,700 to 
purchase farm implements for the farm-
ing program in Africa. On Sunday, Oct. 
19, the class presented to Rev. and Mrs. 
Donald Potteiger the key to a Massey-
Ferguson 255 diesel tractor, along with a 
check to help with shipping expenses. A 
chisel plow was also purchased to be sent 
with the tractor. The pastor at Antrim is 
Rev. Charles Rife. 
The Cedar Grove congregation hosted 
the 13th Annual Missionary Conference 
on Nov. 15-16. Participating churches 
were Big Valley, Ferguson Valley, Gran-
ville, and Newton Hamilton. The speakers 
for the conference were Rev. and Mrs. 
Earl Musser, Jay Musser, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Potteiger. 
The Five Forks congregation held a 
Dedication Service on Sunday evening, 
Nov. 16, for the church bus purchased 
recently by the Christ 's Crusaders. A play 
entitled " H i j a c k " was presented by the 
youth as part of the evening's program. 
Youth director, Buck Besecker, wrote the 
play. The pastor is Rev. James W. Esh. 
The Green Spring congregation held a 
hymn sing recently. The Four Fold Gospel 
Quartet shared to a full house. Rev. Lome 
Lichty is the pastor. 
The Marsh Creek congregation reports a 
good revival service held Oct. 1-12, with 
Rev. Harold Paulus as the evangelist. Rev. 
and Mrs. Glenn Halstead spoke in a mis-
sionary service on Sunday morning, Nov. 
2. The Halsteads are missionaries to 
Dominica, West Indies. Pastor of the 
Marsh Creek Church is Rev. Lloyd 
Buckwalter. 
The Morning Hour congregation held 
Rally Day on Sunday, Nov. 16. Doug 
Chismar taught the Sunday school lesson. 
A concert of sacred music was presented in 
the worship service by the Maranatha 
Singers from Virginia. Rev. Herbert J. 
Hoover is the pastor. 
The New Guilford congregation held a 
Missionary Conference on Nov. 8 and 9, 
beginning with a pot-luck dinner. Those 
par t ic ipat ing in the conference were 
Bishop and Mrs. Frank Kipe, and Ira and 
Miriam Stern. Recognition was given to 
Dave and Cindy Kipe who will be leaving 
for VS work soon. The pastor is Rev. 
Maurice Bender. 
Atlantic 
Guests of the Hummelstown congrega-
tion were Rev. and Mrs. Ira Stern on Nov. 
30, for Missionary Sunday. The Sterns are 
home on furlough from Africa. Rev. An-
drew Slagenweit is the pastor. 
The W M P C of the Maytown congrega-
tion sponsored a Tupperware Party recent-
ly. Approximately $200 worth of Tupper-
ware was donated to home and foreign 
missionaries. The pastor is Rev. Earl Herr. 
On Nov. 6-9, a " W o r l d Outreach 
Conference" was held by the Manor con-
gregation. Missionaries who shared in this 
p r o g r a m were: M r . and M r s . Don 
Potteiger, Brethren in Christ Mission in 
Afr ica; Mr . and Mrs . Car l Holmes , 
T E A M Mission in Trinidad; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Degelman, T E A M Mission in Japan; 
and Rev. Nolan Balman, T E A M repre-
sentative. Rev. John B. Hawbaker is the 
pastor. 
A Drop-in Party was held Oct. 26, in the 
Refton church in honor of the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. John An-
drews, Strasburg, Pa. The affair was spon-
sored by the couple's three children and 
eight grandchildren. 
Canadian 
The Massey Place congregation is 
experiencing an increase in attendance as a 
result of a visitation blitz. Their goal is to 
reach 3,000 homes. The pastors are Rev. 
Douglas Sider and Rev. Robert Thomp-
son. 
Oak Ridges reports they have added 
approximately 50 new Sunday school stu-
dents since their Sunday School Cam-
paign. During the month of October, 500 
homes were contacted. Rev. James Sider is 
the pastor. 
Central 
The Bethel (Merrill) congregation 
hosted the Michigan Youth Conference on 
Aug. 8-10, with Rev. Andy Stoner as the 
guest speaker. The film "Survival" was 
shown as part of the program, and a carry-
in dinner was held on Sunday. Rev. Bert E. 
Winger is the pastor. 
The Christian Union congregation held 
Rally Day on Sunday, Nov. 16. " M r . 
Magic," Ralph C. Mills of Fort Wayne, 
was the guest speaker for the morning 
service. Following a carry-in dinner, a 
service of praise and fellowship was held. 
The pastor is Rev. Marlin K. Ressler. 
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Midwest 
The youth of the Mountain View 
congregation toured a local funeral home 
on Wednesday evening, Nov. 12. Rev. 
Harvey Mitchell is the interim pastor. 
T h e Rosebank congregation held 
Neighbor Night on Thursday evening, 
Nov. 13. A speaker from the Light and 
Life Broadcast was their guest. Because 
the pastor, Rev. Charles Norman was ill, 
Bishop Don Shafer substituted as chair-
man for the evening. 
Pacific Conference 
The youth of the Sandia congregation 
presented a program entitled, "Upper 
Space Connection." Their pastor is Rev. 
Clayton Severn. 
Births 
Arama: Aaron Scott, born Oct. 7, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Arama, Air Hill con-
gregation, Pa. 
Buckwalter: Jennifer Joy, born Sept. 9, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Leon Buckwalter, Marsh 
Creek congregation, Pa. 
Caldwell: Virginia Ann, born Oct. 2, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Caldwell, New Guil-
ford congregation, Pa. 
Hoke: Stephen Lane, born Oct. 20, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Hoke, New Guilford • 
congregation, Pa. 
Oberholser: Kevin Lee, born Oct. 5, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Konrad Oberholser, New 
Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Stine: William Lee, born Oct. 18, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Varden Stine, Jr . , New Guilford 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Boas-McCul lough: S h a r o n L y n n , 
daughte r of M r . and Mrs . John A. 
McCullough, Jr. , and Richard E., son of 
Mr . and Mrs. James R. Boas, both of 
Willow Street, Pa., Sept. 27, in the Refton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. 
Dale Allison officiating. 
Campbell-Smith: Pamela Jane, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Smith, and 
Robert Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert J. Campbell, both of Mifflintown, 
Pa., Sept. 28, in the Licking Creek St. 
Stephen's Lutheran Church with Rev. 
John C. Pretz officiating. 
Lewis-Miller: Donna Lea, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Darwin Miller, Refton, 
Pa., and Michael W., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John W. Lewis, Jr., Quarryville, Pa., Sept. 
20, in the Refton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. W. Dale Allison 
officiating. 
Secrist-Zook: Joanne Marie, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Zook and Pat 
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Secrist, both of Midland, Mi., Sept. 19, in 
Our Redeemer Evangelical Mennonite 
Church with Rev. Jerry Zook, brother of 
the bride, and Rev. Stanley Anderson 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bumbaugh: Charles B. Bumbaugh, Jr. , 
born May 29, 1943, in Chambersburg, Pa., 
died Oct. 9, 1975, in the Hershey Medical 
Center. He was the son of Charles B. and 
Rachel Alice Wenger Bumbaugh. He is 
survived by two sons. Rev. Roger N. 
Witter officiated at the funeral service. 
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Harley: Iva Wingert Harley, age 90, 
died Oct. 6, 1975, in the Messiah Home, 
Harrisburg, Pa. She was born in Donalds-
ville, Ohio, the daughter of Jacob and 
Frances Byers Wingert. She was married 
to Samuel B. Harley who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by two sons: Samuel 
H. and Richard; two daughters: Frances 
and Thelma; eight grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Perkiomen Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church where the funeral service 
was held with Rev. Keith D. Ulery and 
Rev. Dale W. Ulery officiating. Interment 
was in the church cemetery. 
Peterman: Kathryn M. Peterman, born 
Dec. 2, 1901, died Oct. 13, 1975, in the 
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa. She is 
survived by a brother, Raymond W. Peter-
man, and a sister, Mrs. Florence Weibley. 
She was a member of the Carlisle Breth-
ren in Christ Church. A memorial service 
was held in the Roth Funeral Home with 
Rev. W. Winger officiating. 
Richer: N o r a E. R iche r , age 76, 
Cassopolis, Mi., died July 8, 1975. She was 
the daughter of Joseph and Emma Weldy. 
On Sept. 6, 1919, she was married to Rev. 
Menno Richer who preceded her in death 
on Oct. 3, 1965. She is survived by four 
sons; four daughters; 27 grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; four brothers; 
and four sisters. She was a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Bethel Brethren in 
Christ Church near Cassopolis, Mi., with 
Rev. Car l G. S t u m p and Rev. Dale 
Walterhouse officiating. Interment was in 
the Young Prairie Cemetery. 
Ruth: Bertha E. Ruth, age 85, died Oct. 
26, 1975, in Howard, Pa., in her home. She 
is survived by two daughters: Mrs. 
Lawrence Albright and Mrs. Lloyd Buck-
waiter; two sons: Norman and Leidy; 12 
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchil-
dren. She was a member of the Marsh 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was held with Rev. John 
Rosenberry officiating. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Shew: Roy L. Shew, born Oct. 27, 1922, 
in Franklin Co., Pa., died Oct. 29, 1975. 
He was the son of Grover C. and Mary 
Barnhart Shew who survive. He is also 
survived by his wife, Geraldine Jones; nine 
children; 13 grandchildren; three sisters; 
and six brothers. He was a member of the 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. 
Roger N. Witter officiated at the funeral 
service. In te rment was in the Salem 
Cemetery. 
Stayman: Roy S. Stayman, born March 
17, 1922, in Chambersburg, Pa., died Nov. 
3, 1974, in the Chambersburg Hospital. He 
was the son of Elbert and Alta Stayman. 
In addition to his mother he is survived by 
his wife, Mary Jane; a daughter, Mrs. 
Darlene Bouch, three sons: Nelson E., 
Larry L., and Dale L., five grandchildren; 
a sister; a brother; and a stepbrother. He 
was a member of the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
held in the Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Dr. Richard Canfield and 
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Swope: Harry D. Swope, born March 5, 
1919, in Hopewell, Pa., died Oct. 31, 1975, 
in Saxton. He was the son of Robert and 
Anna Dodson Swope. He was married to 
Maxine Grace Dick who survives. Also 
surviving are six daughters: Sylvia Wright, 
Debbie Scott, Kathy Giffin, Patty Van 
Ormen, Darlene Leonard, and Shirley 
Miller; four sons: Eugene, Robbie, Randy 
Dick, and Harry Dick; and three stepsons: 
David , J o h n and F r a n k Dick. T w o 
brothers also survive. The funeral service 
was held in the Masood Funeral Chapel, 
Saxton, Pa., with Rev. Bedsaul Agee 
officiating. Interment was in the Brum-
baugh Cemetery. 
M U N K U L A 
f r o m page ten 
with self g o v e r n m e n t , t r ade , a n d wor ld 
a f fa i r s . T h e r e s eems to be a r is ing 
tens ion of c o m p e t i t i o n in t o d a y ' s 
wor ld . W h i l e W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n s have 
s t ruggled with the p r o b l e m s of m a -
te r i a l i sm fo r years , a n d o f t en fa i led t o 
o v e r c o m e t h e m , we a r e c o n c e r n e d to 
th ink of A f r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s now fac ing 
the s a m e issues. W e w o n d e r wha t kind 
of e x a m p l e we miss iona r i e s have set 
fo r t h e m . W e w o n d e r w h e t h e r we h a v e 
given e n o u g h a t t en t ion to the ques-
t ion of w h a t r igh ts a C h r i s t i a n h a s a n d 
which ones o r how m a n y he m a y 
d e m a n d . W e w o n d e r w h e t h e r we have 
helped p r e p a r e peop le to dec ide t he 
ques t ion of when to obey G o d a n d 
when to obey m e n . 
C o u n t r y a f t e r c o u n t r y in A f r i c a 
faces t he o p p o r t u n i t y for pol i t ical f ree-
d o m and inf luence in wor ld a f fa i r s . 
W h e r e d o A f r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s fit in to 
this p ic ture? S o m e miss ions re jo ice 
tha t the i r o u t s t a n d i n g conve r t s now 
wield g rea t pol i t ical inf luence. O t h e r s 
weep t h a t the energ ies of these m e n 
a r e not d i r ec ted t o w a r d s the g r o w t h of 
the c h u r c h in the i r own and new c o m -
muni t i es . 
It is not an easy s i tua t ion t h a t the 
chu rches of A f r i c a face , and the p rob -
l e m s a r e b o u n d to b e c o m e m o r e 
diff icult as t e m p t i n g g o v e r n m e n t posi-
t ions b e c o m e ava i lab le , and as op-
p o s i n g w o r l d i d e o l o g i e s b id f o r 
A f r i c a ' s a t t e n t i o n . A s sp i r i tua l p a r e n t s 
and C h r i s t i a n b r o t h e r s and s is ters we 
need to p r a y m u c h for ou r fel low 
C h r i s t i a n s in A f r i c a . T h e y a r e f ac ing 
s o m e m o m e n t o u s decis ions . 
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Isn't it a bit odd that people on virtuall 
gifts to one another on December 25? And 
doing it marks the birthday of Jesus? Why s^quW the birth of this one man 
occasion a holiday celebrated by people of every language and nation and tribe? 
And why is it that for many who celebrate it, Christmas is Christless? 
From the biblical data we know that Christmas tells us about the greatest 
gift of all and the deepest mystery of the Christian faith. God sent his Son: what 
a gift! God became flesh: what a mystery! This Jesus sent by the Father is 
called the Word. He is the first Word, for He was one with the Father in eternity 
He is the living Word, for through Him comes life everlasting. He is the Word 
made flesh, who dwelt among us. But how can human beings hear of this Word? 
At this Christmas season we need to celebrate not only the Word made 
flesh but also the inscripturated Word, the Word of God written, the Scrip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments. At this Christmas season there is a new 
and pressing need for God's people to pay special attention to the Word written, 
which revels to us the Word incarnate. We need to remind ourselves that it is 
only through this written Word that we come to know the living Word. This 
Word has for its purpose revealing Jesus to us. And this Word must be a true 
word from God that can be trusted if it is truly to reveal Jesus. 
There is, however, a difference between the written and the incarnate Words 
that we should not overlook. Both are essential. But one is the sun, the other 
the moon that reflects the sun's glory. And this leads us to the last word, 
which is really the third word. 
The Jesus who came is the Jesus who is coming! That is the third word of 
hope and comfort at this Christmas season. And He comes to have the last 
word. When this happens, a great change will take place, a change that 
suggests the dynamic relationship between the living and the written Words. 
When Jesus comes we will no longer need the written Word. We will have the 
living Word, who comprises in His person all that is to be found in the written 
Word and all that remains to be found out that we do not now know. 
When Jesus comes He will be the last word, and that is all we will need. 
So let us celebrate the Incarnation, but let us celebrate in advance the second 
coming of the first Word, who will be the last Word and the final amen to all 
our labors. 
R e p r i n t e d f r o m Christianity Today. U s e d by permiss ion . 
